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tems, projects, and trends that would be of particular interest and value to
these readers, Based on the content of previous volumes, one assumes that
the main readership of the Annual Review of Pharmacelogy and Toxicology
consists of research scientists who utilize scientific and technical informa-
tion in pursuit of their scientific endeavors. Consequently, descriptions of
only those developments in the scientific and technical information feld
that would be of interest to these “end uvsers,” i.c. the practitioners in
toxicology, pharmacology, and allied sciences, have been emphasized.

This chapter, which has been structured according to the sequential
stages in the communications structure of science (1), identifies primary,
secondary, and tertiary publications and services, and describes certain
information storage and delivery systems. Emphasis is placed on delineating
online information retrieval systems, since it is in this area that the most
rapid developments, holding the greatest promise for the information user,
are taking place.

Toxicolagical Information

In its 1966 report on the handling of toxicological information (hereinafter
referred to as the PSAC Report), a panel of the President's Science Advi-
sory Committee defined toxicological information as “all information de-
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