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1 Introduction

This article has been written for this special edition dedi-
cated to oil seed rape. We have tried to summarise cur-
rent knowledge of lipid biosynthesis in plants, highlight
whera essential knowledge is missing, and define what
research it will be important to undertake in the future. It
will be interesting to see how many of these thoughts will
come to fruition.

In arder to serve these diverse roles a vast complexity of
chemical structures of lipids is required. It is not our inten-
tion to go into these, as they can be found in a variety of
text books and specialised treatise [1], but rather to look
at our understanding of the biosynthasis and regulation of
fatty acids and triglycerides in plants.

In addition to the roles highlighted above, lipids can form
an essantial storage reserve in seeds in the form of tri-
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